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Networks: A Very Short Introduction-Guido
Caldarelli 2012-10-25 Networks are involved in
many aspects of everyday life, from food webs in
ecology and the spread of pandemics to social
networking and public transport. This Very Short
Introduction explores the basics of network
theory to understand the science of complexity
and its importance, using examples from nature,
technology, and society, and history.

Information: A Very Short IntroductionLuciano Floridi 2010-02-25 Luciano Floridi
unpacks this fundamental concept - what
information is, how it is measured, its value and
meaning - cutting across the sciences and
humanities, from DNA to the Internet, and the
ethical issues related to privacy, copyright, and
accessibility.

Cryptography: A Very Short IntroductionFred Piper 2002-05-30 This book is a clear and
informative introduction to cryptography and
data protection - subjects of considerable social
and political importance. It explains what
algorithms do, how they are used, the risks
associated with using them, and why
governments should be concerned. Important
areas are highlighted, such as Stream Ciphers,
block ciphers, public key algorithms, digital
signatures, and applications such as e-commerce.
This book highlights the explosive impact of
cryptography on modern society, with, for
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example, the evolution of the internet and the
introduction of more sophisticated banking
methods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Complexity-John H. Holland 2014 In this Very
Short Introduction, John Holland presents an
introduction to the science of complexity. Using
examples from biology and economics, he shows
how complexity science models the behaviour of
complex systems.

Identity-Florian Coulmas 2019 This book
introduces identity, one of the most iconic
concepts of our time, which is used ubiquitously
but rarely explained. It discusses the various
uses of 'identity' separately for different fields of
study - philosophy, psychology, sociology, gender
studies, and linguistics. This book also compares
Western concepts and theories of identity with
similar concepts in other parts of the world. It
explains how contemporary trends in
marketization and globalization have made
identity increasingly important to us in the last
50 years. This book also outlines the historical
background to the concept of identity.
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Public Administration-Stella Z. Theodoulou
2016 In a modern democratic nation, everyday
life is shaped by the decisions of those who
manage and administer public policies. This Very
Short Introduction provides a practical insight
into the development and delivery of the
decisions that shape how individuals, and society
as a whole, live and interact.

Food: A Very Short Introduction-John Krebs
2013-09-26 A brief examination of the history
and science of food chronicles four great
transitions including those of cooking,
agriculture, processing and preservation to
consider the sources of culinary preferences, the
disparity between malnutrition and
overconsumption and the issues associated with
obesity, sustainable agriculture and genetic
modification. Original.

Borders: A Very Short Introduction-Alexander
C. Diener 2012-08-06 Compelling and accessible,
this Very Short Introduction challenges the
perception of borders as passive lines on a map,
revealing them instead to be integral forces in
the economic, social, political, and environmental
processes that shape our lives. Highlighting the
historical development and continued relevance
of borders, Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen
offer a powerful counterpoint to the idea of an
imminent borderless world, underscoring the
impact borders have on a range of issues, such as
economic development, inter- and intra-state
conflict, global terrorism, migration, nationalism,
international law, environmental sustainability,
and natural resource management. Diener and
Hagen demonstrate how and why borders have
been, are currently, and will undoubtedly remain
hot topics across the social sciences and in the
global headlines for years to come. This compact
volume will appeal to a broad, interdisciplinary
audience of scholars and students, including
geographers, political scientists, anthropologists,
sociologists, historians, international relations
and law experts, as well as lay readers interested
in understanding current events.

Big Data: a Very Short Introduction-Dawn E.
Holmes 2017-10-23 Since long before computers
were even thought of, data has been collected
and organized by diverse cultures across the
world. Once access to the Internet became a
reality for large swathes of the world's
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

population, the amount of data generated each
day became huge, and continues to grow
exponentially. It includes all our uploaded
documents, video, and photos, all our social
media traffic, our online shopping, even the GPS
data from our cars. "Big Data" represents a
qualitative change, not simply a quantitative one.
The term refers both to the new technologies
involved, and to the way it can be used by
business and government. Dawn E. Holmes uses
a variety of case studies to explain how data is
stored, analyzed, and exploited by a variety of
bodies from big companies to organizations
concerned with disease control. Big data is
transforming the way businesses operate, and
the way medical research can be carried out. At
the same time, it raises important ethical issues;
Holmes discusses cases such as the Snowden
affair, data security, and domestic smart devices
which can be hijacked by hackers. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Heidegger: A Very Short IntroductionMichael Inwood 2000-10-12 Martin Heidegger
(1889-1976) is probably the most divisive
philosopher of the twentieth century. Considered
by some to be the greatest charlatan ever to
claim the title of 'philosopher', by some as an
apologist for Nazism, he was also an
acknowledged leader and central figure to many
philosophers. Michael Inwood's lucid
introduction to Heidegger's thought focuses on
his most important work, 'Being and Time', and
its major themes of existence in the world,
inauthenticity, guilt, destiny, truth, and the
nature of time. These themes are then reassessed
in the light of Heidegger's later work, together
with the extent of his philosophical importance
and influence. This is an invaluable guide to the
complex and voluminous thought of a major
twentieth-century existentialist philosopher.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
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to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Radioactivity: A Very Short IntroductionClaudio Tuniz 2012-07-26 You cannot hide from
radioactivity. Even the book you are holding is
slightly radioactive, but there are more serious
risks. Radioactivity - the breakdown of unstable
atomic nuclei, releasing radiation - is a
fundamental process in nature. It is a process
that has been harnessed to provide wide and
important applications in science, medicine,
industry, and energy production. But it remains
much misunderstood - and feared, perhaps
because nuclear radiation cannot be detected by
human senses, and can undoubtedly do great
harm if appropriate precautions are not taken. In
recent times there have been increasing
concerns about nuclear terrorism. The traces of
radioactive atoms in rocks have allowed us to
understand the nature and history of the Earth,
in particular to date events in that history.
Radioactive dating has been used for a variety of
purposes, from determining the age of the first
hominids to the dating of the Turin Shroud. The
discovery of radioactivity has improved our
survival kit, but also gave us the chance to reach
a new level of awareness on the history of our
species and its environmental impacts. In this
Very Short Introduction, Claudio Tuniz explains
the nature of radioactivity and discuss its role in
nature. Describing radioactivity in the stars and
in the Earth, he also looks at its wide range of
applications in biomedicine and in science, as
well as the mechanisms of nuclear fission and
fusion, and the harnessing of nuclear power.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Medical Ethics-Tony Hope 2019-02 The issues
of medical ethics, from moral quandaries of
euthanasia and the morality of killing to political
dilemmas like fair healthcare distribution, are
rarely out of today's media. This area of ethics
covers a wide range of issues, from mental health
to reproductive medicine, as well as including
management issues such as resource allocation,
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

and has proven to hold enduring interest for the
general public as well as the medical
practitioner. This Very Short Introduction
provides an invaluable tool with which to think
about the ethical values that lie at the heart of
medicine. This new edition explores the ethical
reasoning we can use to approach medical ethics,
introducing the most important 'tools' of ethical
reasoning, and discussing how argument,
thought experiments, and intuition can be
combined in the consideration of medical ethics.
Considering its practical application, Tony Hope
and Michael Dunn explore how medical ethics
supports health professionals through the
growing use of ethics expertise in clinical
settings. They also contemplate the increasingly
important place of medical ethics in the wider
social context, particularly in this age of
globalization, not only in healthcare practice, but
also policy, discussions in the media, pressure
group and activism settings, and in legal
judgments. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Computer Science: A Very Short
Introduction-Subrata Dasgupta 2016-03-07
Over the past sixty years, the spectacular growth
of the technologies associated with the computer
is visible for all to see and experience. Yet, the
science underpinning this technology is less
visible and little understood outside the
professional computer science community. As a
scientific discipline, computer science stands
alongside the likes of molecular biology and
cognitive science as one of the most significant
new sciences of the post Second World War era.
In this Very Short Introduction, Subrata
Dasgupta sheds light on these lesser known
areas and considers the conceptual basis of
computer science. Discussing algorithms,
programming, and sequential and parallel
processing, he considers emerging modern ideas
such as biological computing and cognitive
modelling, challenging the idea of computer
science as a science of the artificial. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
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pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Preface ;Privacy in peril ;An enduring value
;A legal right ;Privacy and freedom of
expression ;Data protection ;The death of
privacy? ;References ;Further reading
;Index-Raymond Wacks 2015 Some would argue
that scarcely a day passes without a new assault
on our privacy. In the wake of the whistle-blower
Edward Snowden's revelations about the extent
of surveillance conducted by the security
services in the United States, Britain, and
elsewhere, concerns about individual privacy
have significantly increased. The Internet
generates risks, unimagined even twenty years
ago, to the security and integrity of information
in all its forms. The manner in which information
is collected, stored, exchanged, and used has
changed forever; and with it, the character of the
threats to individual privacy. The scale of
accessible private data generated by the
phenomenal growth of blogs, social media, and
other contrivances of our information age pose
disturbing threats to our privacy. And the hunger
for gossip continues to fuel sensationalist media
that frequently degrade the notion of a private
domain to which we reasonably lay claim. In the
new edition of this Very Short Introduction,
Raymond Wacks looks at all aspects of privacy to
include numerous recent changes, and considers
how this fundamental value might be reconciled
with competing interests such as security and
freedom of expression. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Artificial Intelligence: A Very Short
Introduction-Margaret A. Boden 2018-08-13
The applications of Artificial Intelligence lie all
around us; in our homes, schools and offices, in
our cinemas, in art galleries and - not least - on
the Internet. The results of Artificial Intelligence
have been invaluable to biologists, psychologists,
and linguists in helping to understand the
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

processes of memory, learning, and language
from a fresh angle. As a concept, Artificial
Intelligence has fuelled and sharpened the
philosophical debates concerning the nature of
the mind, intelligence, and the uniqueness of
human beings. In this Very Short Introduction ,
Margaret A. Boden reviews the philosophical and
technological challenges raised by Artificial
Intelligence, considering whether programs
could ever be really intelligent, creative or even
conscious, and shows how the pursuit of Artificial
Intelligence has helped us to appreciate how
human and animal minds are possible. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

The Inter-war years ;The Second World War
begins ;War in the West 1940 ;Barbarossa:
the German invasion of the Soviet Union
;Japan expands its war with China ;The
turning tide: fall 1942-spring 1944
;Developments on the home front and in
technical and medical fields ;Allied victory
1944-45 ;Further reading ;Index-Gerhard L.
Weinberg 2014 The enormous loss of life and
physical destruction caused by the First World
War led people to hope that there would never be
another such catastrophe. How then did it come
about that there was a Second World War
causing twice the 30 million deaths and many
times more destruction as had been caused in the
previous conflict? In this Very Short Introduction,
Gerhard L. Weinberg provides an introduction to
the origins, course, and impact of the war on
those who fought and the ordinary citizens who
lived through it. Starting by looking at the interwar years and the German invasion of Poland in
September 1939, he examines how the war
progressed by examining a number of key events,
including the war in the West in 1940,
Barbarossa, The German Invasion of the Soviet
Union, the expansion of Japan's war with China,
developments on the home front, and the Allied
victory from 1944-45. Exploring the costs and
effects of the war, Weinberg concludes by
considering the long-lasting mark World War II
has left on society today. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
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almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Modern India-Craig Jeffrey 2017 India has
become one of the world's emerging powers,
rivaling China in terms of global influence. Yet
many people know relatively little about the
economic, social, political, and cultural changes
unfolding in India today. To what extent are
people benefiting from the economic boom? In
what ways is education transforming society?
And how is India's culture industry responding to
technological change? In this "Very Short
Introduction", Craig Jeffrey provides a
compelling account of the recent history of India,
investigating the contradictions that are plaguing
modern India and the manner in which people,
especially young people, are actively remaking
the country in the twenty first century. -- From
publisher's description.

The Brain: A Very Short Introduction-Michael
O'Shea 2005-12-08 This is a non-technical
introduction to the main issues and findings in
current brain research. It gives a sense of how
neuroscience addresses questions about the
relationship between the brain, and thought,
memories, perceptions, and actions. Covering the
details of brain science in an accessible style, it
includes up to date coverage of developments of
brain research, and suggests directions future
research might take. The Brain also integrates
discussion of the more familiar implications of
the brain's actions, such as memories,
perceptions, and motor control.Contents:Mind
and brain: what's the problelm?Let's get
physicalSight, sound, and imagination'Last
week's potatoes!'Perception to actionAltered
states of mindWhere do we go from here?

The Industrial Revolution: a Very Short
Introduction-Robert C. Allen 2017-02-23 The
Industrial Revolution was a pivotal point in
British history that occurred between the mideighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries and led
to far reaching transformations of society. With
the advent of revolutionary manufacturing
technology productivity boomed. Machines were
used to spin and weave cloth, steam engines
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

were used to provide reliable power, and
industry was fed by the construction of the first
railways, a great network of arteries feeding the
factories. Cities grew as people shifted from
agriculture to industry and commerce. Hand in
hand with the growth of cities came rising levels
of pollution and disease. Many people lost their
jobs to the new machinery, whilst working
conditions in the factories were grim and pay
was low. As the middle classes prospered, social
unrest ran through the working classes, and the
exploitation of workers led to the growth of trade
unions and protest movements. In this Very Short
Introduction, Robert C. Allen analyzes the key
features of the Industrial Revolution in Britain,
and the spread of industrialization to other
countries. He considers the factors that
combined to enable industrialization at this time,
including Britain's position as a global
commercial empire, and discusses the changes in
technology and business organization, and their
impact on different social classes and groups.
Introducing the "winners" and the "losers" of the
Industrial Revolution, he looks at how the
changes were reflected in evolving government
policies, and what contribution these made to the
economic transformation. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

The Enlightenment-John Robertson 2015-09 A
foundational moment in the history of modern
European thought, the Enlightenment continues
to be a reference point for philosophers, scholars
and opinion-formers. To many it remains the
inspiration of our commitments to the betterment
of the human condition. To others, it represents
the elevation of one set of European values to the
world, many of whose peoples have quite
different values. But what is the relationship
between the historical Enlightenment and the
idea of 'Enlightenment', and can these two
understandings be reconciled? In this Very Short
Introduction, John Robertson offers a concise
historical introduction to the Enlightenment as
an intellectual movement of eighteenth-century
Europe. Discussing its intellectual achievements,
he also explores how its supporters exploited
new ways of communicating their ideas to a
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wider public, creating a new 'public sphere' for
critical discussion of the moral, economic and
political issues facing their societies. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

The Computer: A Very Short IntroductionDarrel Ince 2011-11-24 Discusses the basic
components of computers; how increasingly
miniature parts have led to products,
applications, and networks that solve problems;
the issues that increased connectivity has
produced; and some of the emerging
technologies in the field.

Earth System Science-Tim Lenton 2016-02
When humanity first glimpsed planet Earth from
space, the unity of the system that supports
humankind entered the popular consciousness.
The concept of the Earth's atmosphere,
biosphere, oceans, soil, and rocks operating as a
closely interacting system has rapidly gained
ground in science. This new field, involving
geographers, geologists, biologists,
oceanographers, and atmospheric physicists, is
known as Earth System Science. In this Very
Short Introduction, Tim Lenton considers how a
world in which humans could evolve was created;
how, as a species, we are now reshaping that
world; and what a sustainable future for
humanity within the Earth System might look
like. Drawing on elements of geology, biology,
chemistry, physics, and mathematics, Lenton
asks whether Earth System Science can help
guide us onto a sustainable course before we
alter the Earth system to the point where we
destroy ourselves and our current civilisation.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
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Fractals: A Very Short Introduction-K. J.
Falconer 2013-09-26 An essential discussion of
the popular science and mathematics behind
fractals reveals how fractal shapes can be found
everywhere in nature from clouds to coastlines,
explaining how basic concepts in fractal
geometry produced a revolution in mathematical
understandings of patterns in the 20th century.
Original.

Keynes: A Very Short Introduction-Robert
Skidelsky 2010-10-07 John Maynard Keynes
(1883-1946) is a central thinker of the twentieth
century, not just an economic theorist and
statesman, but also in economics, philosophy,
politics, and culture. In this Very Short
Introduction Lord Skidelsky, a renowned
biographer of Keynes, explores his ethical and
practical philosophy, his monetary thought, and
provides an insight into his life and works. In the
recent financial crisis Keynes's theories have
become more timely than ever, and remain at the
centre of political and economic discussion. With
a look at his major works and his contribution to
twentieth-century economic thought, Skidelsky
considers Keynes's legacy on today's society.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

American Slavery-Heather Andrea Williams
2014 "This short introduction to American
slavery begins with the Portuguese capture of
Africans in the 1400s and, drawing upon the
scholarship of numerous historians as well as the
analysis of primary documents, explores the
development of slavery in the American colonies
and later, the United States of America. It
analyzes early legislation in Virginia that
differentiated Indians and Africans from
Europeans and began the process of stratifying
society based on racial categories. Unlike some
recent scholarship, it is attentive to the actual
labor that enslaved people performed, reminding
us that more than anything else, slavery was a
system of forced labor that produced wealth for a
new nation. And, it considers the tensions that
arose between enslaved and enslavers as they
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interacted with one another, exerting control and
undermining efforts at domination. Throughout,
it explores slavery within the context of moral
contradiction that included the development of
an ideology that valorized freedom alongside a
practice and justification of slavery that deemed
inferior and denied freedom to a large swath of
the population. The book explores conflicts
between abolitionists who worked to eliminate
slavery and pro-slavery advocates who worked
doggedly to sustain the power and wealth they
derived from the institution. It ends with the
abolition of slavery in America following the Civil
War"--

-

Chaos: A Very Short Introduction-Leonard
Smith 2007-02-22 Chaos exists in systems all
around us. Even the simplest system of cause and
effect can be subject to chaos, denying us
accurate predictions of its behaviour, and
sometimes giving rise to astonishing structures
of large-scale order. Our growing understanding
of Chaos Theory is having fascinating
applications in the real world - from technology
to global warming, politics, human behaviour,
and even gambling on the stock market. Leonard
Smith shows that we all have an intuitive
understanding of chaotic systems. He uses
accessible maths and physics (replacing complex
equations with simple examples like pendulums,
railway lines, and tossing coins) to explain the
theory, and points to numerous examples in
philosophy and literature (Edgar Allen Poe,
Chang-Tzu, Arthur Conan Doyle) that illuminate
the problems. The beauty of fractal patterns and
their relation to chaos, as well as the history of
chaos, and its uses in the real world and
implications for the philosophy of science are all
discussed in this Very Short Introduction. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Structural Engineering-David Blockley
2014-09-23 Descripción del editor: "Using
examples from around the world, including the
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

Shard in London and jumbo jets like the A380,
David Blockley explores the world of structural
engineering. This Very Short Introduction
considers the crucial role structural engineering
has on issues such as cost and energy efficiency
to long-term sustainability and safety" (Oxford
University Press).

Organizations: A Very Short IntroductionMary Jo Hatch 2011-03-24 Most of us recognize
that organizations are everywhere. You meet
them on every street corner in the form of
families and shops, study in them, work for them,
buy from them, pay taxes to them. But have you
given much thought to where they came from,
what they are today, and what they might
become in the future? How and why do they have
so much influence over us, and what influences
them? How do they contribute to and detract
from the meaningfulness of lives, and how might
we improve them so they better serve our needs
and desires? This Very Short Introductions
addresses all of these questions and considers
many more. Mary Jo Hatch introduces the
concept of organizations by presenting
definitions and ideas drawn from the a variety of
subject areas including the physical sciences,
economics, sociology, psychology, anthropology,
literature, and the visual and performing arts.
Drawing on examples from prehistory and
everyday life, from the animal kingdom as well as
from business, government, and other formal
organizations, Hatch provides a lively and
thought provoking introduction to the process of
organization. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Governance: A Very Short Introduction-Mark
Bevir 2012-10-25 Generally referring to all forms
of social coordination and patterns of rule, the
term 'governance' is used in many different
contexts. In this Very Short Introduction, Mark
Bevir explores the main theories of governance
and considers their impact on ideas of
governance in the corporate, public, and global
arenas.
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Refugees: a Very Short Introduction-Gil
Loescher 2021-05-27 Refugees and other forced
migrants are one of the great contemporary
challenges the world is confronting. Throughout
the world people leave their home countries to
escape war, natural disasters, and cultural and
political oppression. Unfortunately, even today,
the international community struggles to provide
an adequate response to this vast population in
need. This Very Short Introduction covers a
broad range of issues around the causes and
impact of the contemporary refugee crisis for
both receiving states and societies, for global
order, and for refugees and other forced
migrants themselves. Gil Loescher discusses the
identity of refugees, asylum seekers, and
internally displaced persons and how they differ
from other forced migrants. He also investigates
the long history of the refugee phenomenon and
how refugees became a central concern of the
international community during the twentieth
and twenty first centuries, as well as considering
the responses provided by governments and
international aid organisations to refugee needs.
Loescher concludes by focussing on the necessity
of these bodies to understand the realities of the
contemporary refugee situation in order to best
respond to its current and future challenges.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Physics-Sidney Perkowitz 2019-07-25 Physics,
the fundamental science of matter and energy,
encompasses all levels of nature from the
subatomic to the cosmic, and underlies much of
the technology around us. Understanding the
physics of our universe is an essential aspect of
humanity's quest to understand our environment
and our place within it. Doing physics enables us
to explore the interaction between environment
and human society, and can help us to work
towards the future sustainability of the planet.
This Very Short Introduction provides an
overview of how this pervasive science came to
be and how it works: who funds it, how physicists
are trained and how they think, and how physics
supports the technology we all use. Sidney
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

Perkowitz presents the theories and outcomes of
pure and applied physics from ideas of the Greek
natural philosophers to modern quantum
mechanics, cosmology, digital electronics and
energy production. Considering its most
consequential experiments, including recent
results in elementary particles, gravitational
waves and materials science, he also discusses
outside the lab, the effects of physics on society,
culture, and humanity's vision of its place in the
universe. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Risk: A Very Short Introduction-Baruch
Fischhoff 2011-05-26 Risks are everywhere. They
come from many sources, including crime,
diseases, accidents, terror, climate change,
finance, and intimacy. They arise from our own
acts and they are imposed on us. In this Very
Short Introduction Fischhoff and Kadvany draw
on both the sciences and humanities to show
what all risks have in common. Do we care about
losing money, health, reputation, or peace of
mind? How much do we care about things
happening now or in the future? To ourselves or
to others? All risks require thinking hard about
what matters to us before we make decisions
about them based on past experience, scientific
knowledge, and future uncertainties. Using
conceptual frameworks such as decision theory
and behavioural decision research, we examine
the science and practice of creating measures of
risk and look at how scientists apply probability
by combining historical records, scientific
theories, and expert judgement. Showing what
science has learned about how people deal with
risks, and applying these to diverse everyday
examples, the authors demonstrate how we move
from understanding a risk to making a choice in
everyday life.

Children's Literature: A Very Short
Introduction-Kimberley Reynolds 2011-10-06
Children's literature takes many forms - works
adapted for children in antiquity, picture books
and pop-ups - and now includes the latest online
games and eBooks. This vast and amorphous
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subject is both intimately related to other areas
of literary and cultural investigation but also has
its own set of concerns, issues and challenges.
From familiar authors including Beatrix Potter
and Roald Dahl, classic books such as Pooh, Alice
in Wonderland, and The Secret Garden, to
modern works including Harry Potter and the
Twilight series, thisVery Short Introduction
provides an overview of the history of children's
literature as it has developed in English, whilst at
the same time introducing key debates,
developments, and figures in the field. Raising
questions about what shape the future of
literature for children should take, and exploring
the crossover with adult fiction, Reynolds shows
that writing for children - whether on page or
screen - has participated in shaping and directing
ideas about culture, society and childhood.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Pentecostalism: A Very Short IntroductionWilliam K. Kay 2011-01-27 Despite secular trends
in many western countries, religion continues to
be a powerful force globally. The Pentecostal
movement began early in the 20th century and
there are now almost 450 million supporters
around the world. Despite this, it is riddled with
prejudice and misinformation. William K. Kay
reveals the truth about Pentecostalism.

Fire: a Very Short Introduction-Andrew C.
Scott 2020-05-07 Fire is rarely out of the
headlines, from large natural wildfires raging
across the Australian or Californian countrysides
to the burning of buildings such as the disasters
of Grenfell tower and Notre Dame. Fire on these
scales can represent a serious risk to human life
and property. But the advent of fire made and
controlled by humans also represented a crucial
point in our evolution, allowing us to cook our
food, forge our weapons, and warm our homes.
This Very Short Introduction covers the
fundamentals of fire, whether wild or under
human control, starting with the basics of
ignition, combustion, and fuel. Andrew Scott
considers both natural wildfires and the role of
networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

humans in making and suppressing fire. Despite
frightening reports of wildfire destruction, he
also shows how landscape fires have been part of
our planet's history for 400 million years, and do
not always have to be extinguished. He also
considers the problem of fires in urban settings,
including new ways to prevent fires. The cost of
wildfire can be steep - as well as the burning,
post-fire erosion and flooding can have a great
impact on both humans and the environment. It
can also have a lasting effect in shaping
ecosystems and plant life. Scott ends by
examining the relationship between fire and the
climate, and considering the future of wildfire in
a warming world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Global Islam: a Very Short Introduction-Nile
Green 2020 "Global Islam-A Very Short
Introduction looks at the methods used by
individuals, organizations, and states to spread
multiple versions of Islam around the world.
Since the late nineteenth century, publications,
missions, congresses, and pilgrimages have
contributed to the communication and evolution
of Islam. At the start of the twentieth century,
the infrastructure of the European empire
allowed for the widespread communication of
Islamic beliefs. During a period of secularism in
the mid-twentieth century, global Islam became
more accessible and, in some cases, more
political. How have today's broadcasting and
smartphone technologies changed the face of
global Islam? Will communication technologies
reconcile the contradictions between variations
of the faith, or will they create new ones?"--

Plants: A Very Short Introduction-Timothy
Walker 2012-04-26 Plants form a fundamental
element of the biosphere, and the evolution of
plants has directly affected the evolution of
animal life and the evolution of the Earth's
climate. Plants have also become essential to
humans not only in the form of cereal crops,
fruit, and vegetables, but in their many other
uses in wood and paper, and in providing
medicines. Their aesthetic importance too in our
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parks and gardens as well as in wildflower
meadows and great forests should not be
underestimated. In this Very Short Introduction
Timothy Walker, Director of the Botanical
Gardens in Oxford, provides a concise account of
the nature of plants, their variety, their evolution,
and their importance and uses, stressing the
need and efforts for their conservation for future
generations. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Globalization: a Very Short IntroductionManfred B. Steger 2020-05-27 We live today in
an interconnected world in which ordinary
people can became instant online celebrities to
fans thousands of miles away, in which religious
leaders can influence millions globally, in which
humans are altering the climate and
environment, and in which complex social forces
intersect across continents. This is globalization.
In the fifth edition of his bestselling Very Short
Introduction Manfred B. Steger considers the
major dimensions of globalization: economic,
political, cultural, ideological, and ecological. He
looks at its causes and effects, and engages with
the hotly contested question of whether
globalization is, ultimately, a good or a bad thing.
From climate change to the Ebola virus, Donald
Trump to Twitter, trade wars to China's growing
global profile, Steger explores today's
unprecedented levels of planetary integration as
well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent
national populism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

networks-a-very-short-introduction-very-short-introductions

Behavioural Economics-Michelle Baddeley
2017-01-19 Traditionally economists have based
their economic predictions on the assumption
that humans are super-rational creatures, using
the information we are given efficiently and
generally making selfish decisions that work well
for us as individuals. Economists also assume
that we're doing thevery best we can possibly do
- not only for today, but over our whole lifetimes
too. But increasingly the study of behavioural
economics is revealing that our lives are not that
simple. Instead, our decisions are complicated by
our own psychology. Each of us makes mistakes
every day. We don't alwaysknow what's best for
us and, even if we do, we might not have the selfcontrol to deliver on our best intentions. We
struggle to stay on diets, to get enough exercise
and to manage our money. We misjudge risky
situations. We are prone to herding: sometimes
peer pressure leads us blindly to copyothers
around us; other times copying others helps us to
learn quickly about new, unfamiliar situations.
This Very Short Introduction explores the
reasons why we make irrational decisions; how
we decide quickly; why we make mistakes in
risky situations; our tendency to procrastination;
and how we are affected by social influences,
personality, mood and emotions. The implications
of understanding therationale for our own
financial behaviour are huge. Behavioural
economics could help policy-makers to
understand the people behind their policies,
enabling them to design more effective policies,
while at the same time we could find ourselves
assaulted by increasingly savvy marketing.
MichelleBaddeley concludes by looking forward,
to see what the future of behavioural economics
holds for us.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
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